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Good Standing Policy

Rationale

It is the role of the Good Standing Policy, within the context of Como Secondary College,
to clearly set and coordinate a standard of student conduct across the college. This
assists the student in becoming a well-rounded positive member of the college
community and sets them up to have a high chance of successfully becoming
confident, engaged and responsible citizens.

Good Standing at Como Secondary College is designed to reward those students who
consistently demonstrate “The Como Way". It also forms part of a coordinated approach
to identifying students who need further supports, ensuring the appropriate supports are
in place, and working with those students and their families toward meeting the
expected standard.

It is the ultimate goal of Como Secondary College that every student has the opportunity
to, and can successfully maintain their Good Standing.

At the beginning of every school year, every student will begin with Good Standing.
Students retain Good Standing by exhibiting behaviours that align with “The Como Way”
as outlined in the college’s Whole School Behaviour Support Policy (to view click here).

Good Standing entitles the student to participate fully in all opportunities and privileges
available to them at school such as being invited to co-curricular events or actives
including excursions, carnivals, competitions, and other school events.

Teachers at Como Secondary College clearly communicate the standards required to
successfully maintain Good Standing and clearly communicate specific areas and
strategies for improvement to those students not meeting these standards.

This policy outlines the college standards for Commitment, Attendance, and Behaviour
that are considered necessary to meet the requirements important to Como Secondary
College. This policy provides an overall standard against which all student performance
will be assessed.
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Policy
A student loses good standing after a breach, or series of breaches, of school discipline.
These include, but are not limited to:

o starting a fight

e making physical contact with the intention to harm

« filming a fight

» sharing or promoting violence

e use or possession of e-cigarettes and vapes.

All schools must implement a good standing policy as per the Directive from the Director

General: Required action to be taken with students fighting or publishing videos of
fighting [Word 18.77 kB]

All schools are to implement a good standing policy and any student who attacks other
students or staff, starts fights, films, shares or promotes violence, is to lose good
standing and will not be permitted to participate in school noncurricular/social activities.
A student’s good standing can be reinstated after such a period decided by the
principal and should be outlined in the student re-entry plan or student behaviour plan.

All students start with good standing.

A student loses good standing after a breach, or series of breaches, of school discipline.
These include, but are not limited to:

o starting a fight

e making physical contact with the intention to harm

« filming a fight

» sharing or promoting violence

e use or possession of e-cigarettes and vapes.

Plan good standing

Principals work with students, parents, the school community, school council or board to:
» develop and review good standing policies
e communicate how good standing works
e implement an approach to good standing
e review and improve the approach to good standing, as needed.
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Support a student who loses good standing

Students who lose good standing may be withdrawn from non-curricular school
activities.

If a student loses good standing, communicate to the student and their parent:
o thereasonis for the loss of good standing
» what withdrawal means for the student
« the plan to improve the student's behaviour.

The College can decide when a student’s good standing is re-instated and will
implement approaches to support the student that focus on:

« rebuilding and repairing the relationships

e supporting the student to reflect on their actions and to consider perspectives of
others

e identifying any unmet needs and providing behaviour support to reduce a
recurrence of the behaviours of concern

» providing a clear and achievable pathway for the student to regain good
standing

Standards

Positive Behaviour

As per Student Behaviour in Public Schools Policy v3.0, Positive behaviour is defined as a
student’s competence and capacity in their context of the school community’s
expectations and values to:

» establish and build positive connections with adults and peers

« develop empathy for others and understand relationships

e recognise and regulate their own emotions

 make responsible decisions

« work effectively with others

« cope with challenging situations constructively.

The following standards of conduct relate directly to this definition.
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A student’s context may very greatly due to environmental factors including but not
limited to:

e Stage of emotional development

e Disability

e Mental Health and Wellbeing

e Social disadvantage

e Sickness/misadventure

e Family circumstances

As such, any student who does not meet the standards for automatic retention of Good
Standing will be assessed on a case-by-case basis with their context in mind before any
decision around losing their Good Standing is made. A decision may also be made to
maintain or reinstate Good Standing for a student who has demonstrated significant
progress toward meeting these standards, though they may not yet have me the
outlined requirement.

Commitment

At week 7 of each school Term, the classroom teachers will assess students against the
four core values of the school: Care, Integrity Ambition and Effort on Reporting to Parents
using the ABE criteria. Students will be assessed by their teacher in each class against
the four values as either:

e Consistently,

o Often,

e Sometimes, or

e Seldom.

Students who receive a combined total of 70% or more of ‘Consistently’ and ‘Often’
indicators from teachers will maintain Good Standing. To view the ABE Criteria click here.

Students who receive a combined total of 69% or less of ‘Consistently’ and ‘Often’

indicators from teachers will be assessed on a case-by-case basis and may lose their
Good Standing.

Attendance

Students who maintain 80% or more will maintain Good Standing.
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Students who maintain 79% or less will be assessed on a case-by-case basis and may
lose their Good Standing.

Identified patterns of late arrival to school or particular classes will be monitored and
addressed. Consistent class avoidance or lateness could result in a loss of Good
Standing for a period of time as determined by the school.

Holidays during school time that have not been approved by the Principal will impact
the students attendance percentage.

Students who have had their attendance percentage impacted by sickness, injury or
any other valid reasons will have this taken into consideration. This will be a case-by-
case assessment as determined by the school.

Behaviour

The loss of Good Standing occurs after a suspension, internal suspension/withdrawal or
a series of behaviours that are not aligned with the college’s Whole School Behaviour
Support Policy. These behaviours include but are not limited to:

e Starting a fight

e Bullying
e Making physical contact with the intention to harm another student or staff
member

 Videoing or taking a photograph(s) of a fight on school grounds or off site where
there is reasonable nexus between the incident and the college, with or without
the intent of publishing on social media

e Verbal threats or intimidation towards staff or students

e Damage of school property

e Repeated uniform breaches

e Repeated lateness or truancy

e Beingin possession of or impaired by alcohol, unauthorised medication or other
drugs at school or at a school event

e Being in possession of a vape or vaping on school grounds

e Breaches of the Mobile Phone Policy

The period of time for loss of Good Standing will be determined by the school (see Good
Standing Administration Process 2023).
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Students who lose Good Standing will be supported to work towards having their Good
Standing reinstated.

A student may also lose Good Standing at the discretion of the Principal if found to be in
breach of any civil or criminal code, specifically when affecting a member of the college
community.

Students are given the opportunity to appeal their loss of Good Standing and in
exceptional circumstances, this will be considered by the Principal. The Principals
decision will be final.

Reinstatement

Students will have their Good Standing considered for reinstatement after the period as
determined by the school and will be reinstated if the conduct of concern has improved.
The College will provide a mechanism for students to earn early reinstatement of their
Good Standing via a clear, documented process and demonstration of improved
conduct.
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