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Alen Kursar

As we approach the end of another term, |
would like to take this opportunity to reflect
on the achievements and milestones we
have reached together.

Firstly, | extend my heartfelt gratitude to
our dedicated staff, whose unwavering
commitment to excellence has been
instrumental in fostering a nurturing and
stimulating environment for our students.
Your hard work and passion are truly
appreciated.

Our Senior School students have
completed their end-of-semester exams,
which have provided them with valuable
feedback on their performance to date and
set the conditions for the rest of the year.
We are confident in their ability to excel
moving forward.

This term has been filled with numerous
inter and intra-school activities that have
enriched our students’ experiences.

The Hockey Tour was a remarkable
success. Thirty specialist hockey students
showcased their talent at the Jeugd
Internationaal Paas Hockey Toernooi
(JIPHT) Easter Tournament in The Hague,
Netherlands. The girls’ under-16 team
reached the Grand Final, and the boys’
under-18 team competed fiercely. Students
trained with Dutch coaches, played several
matches, and enjoyed cultural experiences
like visiting the Anne Frank House, Eiffel
Tower and were lucky to be present at
Villers Bretonneux for the annual ANZAC
Day Ceremony. All of the staff expressed
pride in the students’ achievements and
highlighted the broader benefits of such
international experiences.

We also celebrated the School Cabaret,
where our students delivered amazing

performances that highlighted their talents
and creativity. It was a night to remember,
and we are incredibly proud of their
achievements.

| am also thrilled to announce that the
government has approved $30 million

in funding for Stage 1 of our buildings
refurbishment. This exciting and well-
overdue project will significantly enhance
our facilities, providing a better learning
environment for all. Thank you to past
and present staff, our P&C and wonderful
School Board who lobbied hard to get this
investment in our school.

As we look forward to the next term,
please be reminded that student reports
will be emailed at the end of this term.
Please ensure you download the report for
future reference.

Thank you for your continued support and
dedication to Como Secondary College.
Together, we will continue to strive for
excellence and make our school a place
where every student can thrive.

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable
holiday, and we look forward to welcoming
you back for Semester 2.

Media and news

Como Secondary College has featured
twice recently on the Department of
Education WA Media and News website.

The articles have focused on students’
achievement both locally and
internationally.

AFL Next Generation

Hockey students test their skills



https://www.education.wa.edu.au/-/students-kick-major-goals
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/-/hockey-students-test-their-skills

SchoolTV.

Como Secondary College with the support
of the P&C provide SchoolTV which offers
a wide range of resources to assist with
the challenges faced by students and
families today. It can be easily accessed
via our website homepage using the blue
TV icon on the right, alternatively click on
the links below.

All SchoolTV topics are divided into series.
Take the time to explore each series

and topic and make sure you visit the
resources section. Here you will find useful
fact sheets, apps, books, websites and
other additional videos - all on one single
topic.

Cyber Safety Series
Mental Health Series

School Survival Series

Healthy Body Series
Postive Parent Series

Diversity and Inclusion Series

Special Reports

Survining Year 12

Exam Jitters

Healthy Study Habits

BE A PART OF THIS
AMAZING CULTURAL
EXPERIENCE

* Provide daily meails

= Noneed to speak Japanese

» Tax free hosting payment $60
per night

* Separate room not requ ired

* No airport transfers
* WWCC required

SPECIAL REPORT

Shaping Healthy Masculinity

@Scrml'l’\f

Shaping Healthy Masculinity

In today’s fast-moving world, many boys
are struggling to find direction. Even
well-meaning online searches about
fitness, confidence or relationships can
lead them to content that promotes rigid
or unhealthy ideas about masculinity. The
critically acclaimed TV show ‘Adolescence’
has brought fresh attention to this issue,
highlighting how boys are often exposed
to messages that glorify toughness and
dominance, while dismissing empathy and
emotional openness.

These outdated beliefs can limit emotional
growth and impact how boys relate

to others - with real consequences in
schools, homes and communities. That's
why it's more important than ever to guide
boys with care, clarity and connection.

By offering healthier role models, safe
spaces to talk, and encouraging respectful
friendships - especially across genders -
we can help boys develop the confidence,
empathy and relationship skills they need
to thrive.

This special report calls for a cultural shift
and advocates for curiosity-driven dialogue
that builds trust and critical thinking. The
goal is to raise boys who are not just
resistant to harmful influences, but actively
capable of questioning and rejecting them.

Here is the link to your Special Report
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing
news/special-report-shaping-healthy-

masculinity-au

CAN YOU HELP?

August 4th -12th.

referrals receiving $50.

SPECIAL REPORT: Celebrating
NAIDOC Week

NAIDOC week celebrates the history,
culture and achievements of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people. It is
celebrated by all Australians and is a great
opportunity to recognise and learn more
about the history and culture of Indigenous
communities.

NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines
and Islanders Day Observance
Committee. Its origins can be traced back
to the Aboriginal rights movement, when
on Australia Day 1938, protestors marched
through the streets of Sydney to highlight
the status and treatment of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Australians. Today,
it is a week-long celebration held in July
that consists of range of traditional and
contemporary activities.

NAIDOC Week is an important event that
helps build positive relationships between
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people. It
enables a deeper understanding of our
differences and similarities and is a great
opportunity for all Australians to eliminate
bias and discrimination by reflecting and
reconciling the wrongs of the past to
facilitate hope and build a fairer future.
Families are encouraged to join in and
support young people in learning the
significance of NAIDOC Week.

This Special Report offers suggestions on
how families can celebrate NAIDOC Week
together. We hope you take a moment to
reflect on the information offered, and as
always, we welcome your feedback. If this
raises any concerns for you, a loved one
or the wellbeing of your child, please seek
medical or professional help.

Here is the link to your Special Report
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing
news/special-report-celebrating-naidoc-

week

Como Secondary College is hosting a group of Japanese students

We are currently looking for 6 host families.

Being a Host Family provides language learning opportunities, and
the chance to forge lifelong friendships. It also provides a unique
perspective on different cultures, fostering global awareness.

Host families are paid $60 per night per student with any successful

Should you be able to assist please contact the Australian Institute
of International Understanding.

P | 0438175510 E | david@aiiu.com.au | https:/aiiu.com.au/


https://www.como.wa.edu.au/
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/channel-newsletter/315
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/channel-newsletter/315
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/channel-newsletter/314
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/channel-newsletter/316
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/channel-newsletter/317
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/channel-newsletter/318
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/channel-newsletter/452
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-shaping-healthy-masculinity-au
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-shaping-healthy-masculinity-au
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-shaping-healthy-masculinity-au
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/cybersafety-au 
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/surviving-year-12
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/exam-jitters
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-healthy-study-habits-au
mailto:david%40aiiu.com.au?subject=Com%20SC%20Japanese%20Homestay
https://aiiu.com.au/
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-celebrating-naidoc-week
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-celebrating-naidoc-week
https://como.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-celebrating-naidoc-week
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CREATE@COMO

Monique Laves- Create TIC

Create@Como Dazzles at Como Cabaret

The Create@Como students brought the stage to life at the Como Cabaret,
delivering a night of unforgettable performances that spanned dance, drama, and
music. Their energy, creativity, and commitment to excellence were evident in
every moment, making this showcase a true highlight of the evening.

From the very first act, the audience was captivated. The dance and drama
performances were outstanding—each piece thoughtfully choreographed and
powerfully executed. The dramatic ‘Park Bench’ scenes cleverly transitioned the
evening’s changeovers, weaving a compelling narrative.

A standout moment came when Jasmine M Year 10, took the stage with the Rock
Band, delivering strong vocals. The “It's a Hard Enough Life” performance was
magnetic, and the presence of two talented ‘Annies’ Year 8 students Millie J and
Isabella Q added charm and charisma that truly stole the show.

Guiding the audience through the evening with grace and wit was Year 10 Arianna
M, along wtih Kyle L Year 11, the perfect MC's.

Behind the scenes, the influence of the Year 12 Dance students was clear. Their
mentoring and leadership helped elevate the younger performers in the Create@
Como program, the Cert Music students were outstanding backstage making
every transition seamless.

The Create@Como students proved themselves to be not only talented but
deeply passionate artists. Their performances were a testament to the power of
collaboration, mentorship, and creative expression. The Como Cabaret was more
than a show—it was a celebration of emerging talent and the vibrant spirit of the
arts.

Enormous thanks to Stephen Heath of Stephen Heath Photography for his
time and infectious energy on the night. Not only did he generously share the
images he took but also mentored Tyler a Create@Como student and budding
photographer throughout the evening.




COMO CABARET
The Arts







ENRICHED MATHS, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE
Chris Geagea - Specialist EMITS Program TIC

Year 8 EMITS
Students Explore Biomedical Engineering with Micro:bit

Como Secondary College’s Year 8 EMITS students recently took

part in an exciting five-session Design STEM program focused

on Biomedical Engineering with Micro:bit. This hands-on initiative

introduced students to the world of medical technology, combining
biology, design thinking, and coding in a fun and meaningful way.

Over the course of five one-hour sessions, students explored how
technology can be used to solve real-world medical challenges.
They began by learning about biomedical engineering and
building empathy for people with medical conditions. Using
Micro:bit devices, students then researched biological systems,
brainstormed innovative solutions, and designed their own
medical device prototypes.

Highlights included:

Empathy mapping and defining real-world medical problems
Hands-on coding with Micro:bit and sensor integration
Team-based prototyping and iterative testing

Presentations and reflections on their biomedical solutions

The program not only supported the Year 8 Biology curriculum but
also developed students’ skills in collaboration, critical thinking,
and digital technologies. It was a fantastic opportunity for students
to see how science and technology can come together to improve
lives.

Students visit Curtin University

Como Secondary College’s Year 8 EMITS students embarked on
an exciting excursion to Curtin University for a day of hands-on
learning and team-based challenges.

First up was the “Maths Breakout Boxes” session, where students
worked in teams to solve a series of maths-based puzzles. Each
correct solution brought them closer to unlocking a breakout box.
This activity not only tested their mathematical thinking but also
encouraged collaboration, communication, and creative problem-
solving.

Later in the day the students worked on their Design STEM
medical device.

The excursion was a fantastic opportunity for our students to
engage with real-world applications of STEM, build teamwork
skills, and get a taste of university life. A big thank you to Curtin
University for hosting such an enriching experience!

Western Australian Robotics Playoff (WARP) & Robot in 3
Days — Murdoch University

Some students from the Year 8 EMITS class have volunteered
their time outside of regular educational hours to create the
Coding and Robotics Club (Como SC Black Swans) and are
proudly participating in the Western Australian Robotics Playoff
(WARP) and completed the exciting Robot in 3 Days event.

What is WARP?

The Western Australian Robotics Playoff (WARP) is a dynamic
and engaging robotics competition that brings together students
from across the state to design, build, and compete with their own
robots. Inspired by the international FIRST Robotics Competition,
WARP challenges teams to solve real-world problems through
innovation, teamwork, and engineering.

Robot in 3 Days

As part of their WARP journey, the EMITS Year 8 students took
part in the Robot in 3 Days challenge—a fast-paced, hands-on
experience where teams have just 18 hours to design and build a
robot. Hosted at Murdoch University, this event gave students the
opportunity to:

1. Collaborate with peers and mentors,
2. Apply STEM skills in a real-world context,
3.  Experience using problem-solving.

The event was a fantastic opportunity for students to deepen
their understanding of robotics and engineering while building
confidence and teamwork skills in a supportive and inspiring
environment.

Well done to Kira A, Amber B, David C, Oscar H, Albert K, Kaven
K, Connor L, Iglil M, Aung O, Braxton S, Lily S and Charita V
and also a special thanks to Mr Robert Geagea for volunteering
across the three days.




Year 9 EMITS

Edith Cowan

A group of enthusiastic Year 9 EMITS students recently attended
the BiG Day In at Edith Cowan University, an inspiring event
hosted by the ACS Foundation that connects high school students
with leaders in the technology and innovation industries.

Held at ECU Joondalup, the event brought together hundreds of
Year 9—12 students from across Perth to explore exciting career
pathways in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics). Students had the opportunity to hear from industry
giants such as Google, Microsoft, Adobe, and the Australian
Signals Directorate, who shared insights into fields like artificial
intelligence, cybersecurity, gaming, and animation.

The day was packed with engaging presentations, interactive
exhibits, and networking opportunities that gave students a real-
world glimpse into the future of tech careers.

We're proud of our Como EMITS students for representing the
school with curiosity and enthusiasm.

Year 10 EMITS

The Year 10 EMITS students from Como Secondary College
recently embarked on an engaging and educational excursion to
Murdoch University. The day was filled with hands-on activities
designed to challenge their critical thinking, teamwork, and
scientific curiosity.

Students began with Hyperspeed Hijinx, a breakout box challenge
that tested their problem-solving skills under pressure. Working in
teams, they deciphered clues and cracked codes, applying logic
and collaboration to “break out” successfully.

Next, they participated in The Amazing Race around the Murdoch
campus. This fast-paced scavenger hunt encouraged students to
explore the university grounds, solve puzzles, and complete tasks
at various checkpoints, all while learning about the campus layout
and university life.

The final activity, Mystery Skulls, took place in the vertebrate
museum. Students became scientific detectives, examining real
animal skulls to identify species and understand evolutionary
adaptations. This hands-on experience deepened their
appreciation for biology and anatomy.



ADMIN & FINANCE
NEWS

Contributions and Charges

It is government policy that parents
should contribute towards the cost of
educating their children. Given that
all students benefit from the pool of
collected fees, it is fair to expect that
all parents should pay the balance of
contributions and charges.

Contributions and charges form a
large part of the school’s income for
learning and teaching programs in the
school and supports the school in its
focus to provide a quality education for
all. The College is currently accepting
payments for the 2025 school year.

Turn one big payment into easy
instalments, you may like to consider
starting a payment plan now to assist
with completing all payments.

Payments are accepted by cheque,
cash, Visa, Mastercard, direct deposit
and Qkr:

BSB: 066 102 | A/C: 00903523

Ref: student name

Attendance

To advise an Absence, Late Arrival or
Early Departure

e goto Compass > Shortcuts (app)
or Add Attendance Note from the
Dashboard (desktop)

+ call the Attendance line 9365 2011

e email Como.SC.HUB@education.
wa.edu.au

e provide written permission

Contact Details

Please advise changes via
Consent2Go, email to Como.
SC.AdminSupport@education.wa.edu.
au or Change of Details Form available
at Administration.

Communications are usually sent
via email; please ensure we have
your correct email address

(® Compass

The onboarding process of parents
onto Compass will take place in Term
1 Week 3.

More information regarding Compass
for parents can be found at

Also please see the

Alternatilvey contact us on 9365 2000

PARENTS &
CITIZENS

Meeting

The P&C meet once a month during
term time on the 3rd Monday of each
month at 7.30pm at the College in
the Elicos Room. Attendance at these
meetings is a great way to find out
more about what is happening in the
College, its future plans and how these
will affect your child and your family.
It is also a venue for parents to voice
concerns, raise issues and discuss
ideas both with the Principal and with
other parents.

Second-Hand Uniform Shop

The second-hand uniform shop is run
by the P&C with all funds raised going
towards projects to benefit all students.
The shop is run on donations only.

It is located in B Block and open during
term each Friday, 8.30-9.15am. Non-
students need to sign in at the front
office where staff will assist to locate
the shop.

No longer required, preloved uniform
items in good condition can be
dropped at reception 8am-3.30 pm
Mon-Thu / 8am-3pm Fri.

GETTING HELP
DURING THE
HOLIDAYS

Although school holidays are a nice
break for staff and students; these
times can be stressful for many
families. If you require help during this
period, the following information may
be of assistance.

Emergency Services and helplines.
Call 000 in an emergency if you feel
someone is at risk of harm OR for
mental health emergency assessment,
support and referral contact:

¢ CAMHS Crisis Connect supports
children and young people
under 18 years (family who have
concerns can call 24 hrs/7 days
a week incl. public holidays for a
tele-mental health assessment or
advice) call 1800 048 636

 Mental Health Emergency
Response Line (MHERL) is 24/7
for adults — 1300 555 788 (metro).
Peel callers — 1800 676 822 (free)

¢ RuralLink for Rural and remote ar-
eas from 4:30 pm to 8:30 am (Mon
to Fri) and 24 hrs (Sat, Sun and
public holidays) - 1800 552 002

* Find your GP after-hours clinic

e Call after hours GP Helpline on
1800 022 222

NEED SOMEONE TO TALK
TO

Women’s Domestic 1800 007 339
Violence Helpline
Beyond Blue 1300 22 4636
Crisis Care Helpline 9223 1111 Or

Country Toll Free 1800 199 008

Headspace 1800 650 890
Kids Helpline 1800 551 800
Lifeline 1311 14

Men’s Line Australia 1300 789 978
Suicide Call Back Service1300 659 467
The Samaritans Crisis Line 135 247

(7 am to 7 pm)


mailto:Como.SC.HUB%40education.wa.edu.au%20?subject=
mailto:Como.SC.HUB%40education.wa.edu.au%20?subject=
https://www.compass.education/compass-features/compass-for-parents/
https://www.como.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/CompassParentGuide.pdf
https://www.como.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/CompassParentGuide.pdf

