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Preamble 

Como Secondary College recognizes that most students have a mobile phone which potentially is a 

powerful educational tool as well as a distraction and a behaviour management issue. Our approach 

to mobile phones is to educate students and parents on their appropriate use and to clearly 

communicate our expectations. 

Listening to portable music devices has been shown to adversely affect a student’s attention and 

concentration, and thus learning. Chronic multi-tasking impairs both long-term and working memory 

(Queensland Brain Institute).  

Policy 

The school’s policy on mobile phones is that of the Department; that is: 

The Department of Education does not permit student use of mobile phones in public schools 

unless for a documented medical plan or teacher directed educational purpose with the Principal’s 

express permission. 

The school’s policy on portable listening devices is that they are not to be used in classrooms 

unless specifically approved by the Principal. 

Teachers are to model the appropriate use of mobile phones and other technology in the classroom. 

Process 

Mobile phones (and other electronic devices, communication devices and listening devices such as 
headphones and earbuds) are not permitted to be used at Como Secondary College from the 
moment the student arrives on school grounds until the end of the school day (Monday-Thursday 
3:15pm, Friday 1:30pm).  

Students can have their mobile phone in their possession, but it must be turned off and kept out of 
sight. Earbuds and other listening devices must also be kept out of sight throughout the school day. 

Students who wear a smart watch must ensure that it is switched to ‘airplane mode’ so phone calls 
and messages cannot be sent or received during the school day. 

Exemptions are allowed for students who have approval from the Principal to use a phone to 
monitor diagnosed health conditions, or where staff give students permission to use mobile phones 
for a specific purpose. Students are also permitted to use their mobile phone in the canteen line for 
the purpose of purchasing food. 

If students need to contact their parents/carers, they can do so through the school’s administration 
or The Hub. Likewise, if parents/carers need to get a message to their children, they should call the 
school on 9365 2000. Students are not to phone their parents/carers. 

For the purpose of clarity, “Electronic Devices” refers to any communication or listening devices 
such as Airpods and headphones. 
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Breaches of the ‘Off & Away All Day’ Mobile Phone Policy 

At Como we aim to nurture and challenge our students to be confident, engaged and responsible 
citizens. Following the school rules and following staff instructions are part of this education journey. 

Confident – to make the best choice, 
Responsible – to follow the rules, 
Engaged – to be present without the distraction of their mobile phone. 

Students who choose not comply with the mobile phone policy and have their phone and/or other 
devices such as airpods in sight during the school day (either in class or outside of class) will have 
their phone and/or other devices removed from them and placed in the front office for collection at 
the end of the school day by the student or parent depending on the number of times previously 
they have been in breach 

Sanction 1 –  Phone and/or other devices removed from student and placed in the front office for 
collection by the student at the end of the day. 

Sanction 2 –  Phone and/or other devices removed from student and placed in the front office for 
collection by the student at the end of the day. 

Sanction 3 -  Phone and/or other devices removed from student and placed in the front office for 
collection by the parent or carer at the end of the day. This will also incur a further 
sanction, see section ‘Continual breach of the ‘Off & Away All Day Mobile Phone  
Policy’. 

If a student refuses to hand over their phone to a staff member when they are in breach it is likely to 
result in: 

• Loss of Good Standing

• Suspension

• Student unable to bring mobile device to school for a period of time and under the direction

of the Principal

Continual Breaches of the ‘Off & Away All Day’ Mobile Phone Policy 

If the student has their phone confiscated on three separate occasions, the parent must come to the 

Front Office to collect the phone on the third breach. (Office closes at 4pm). The student will also 

lose their Good Standing for a period time as determined by the school. This will impact them being 

able to participate in co-curricular events (refer to Good Standing Policy). 

Further refusal to hand over their phone over to staff when they are in breach is likely to result in: 

• Loss of Good Standing

• Suspension

• Student unable to bring mobile device to school for a period of time and under the direction

of the Principal
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Illegal and Improper use of a Mobile Phone 

Under the Mobile Phone Policy the following is prohibited at Como Secondary College: 

• Sending of text or multi-media messages to insult, intimidate or threaten is prohibited.

• Taking of photographs, videos or sound recordings at Como, without permission of staff, is

prohibited and this includes the taking of any photo invading another person’s privacy.

• Taking of a video or photograph of a fight or bullying behaviour is prohibited as per the

Director General’s Directive “Required Action to be Taken with Students fighting or

Publishing Videos of Fighting” Issued on 3/12/2018, students who video or photograph a

fight will lose Good Standing and will not be permitted to participate in school non-curricula

activities”. Videoing a fight will also incur an automatic suspension. Students will also be

required to delete the images from their phones.

• The showing of offensive or obscene pictures on portable media devices is prohibited and

referred to the Police if it is believed that an offence has been committed.

A student who engages in illegal and improper use of a mobile phone may lose Good Standing, be 

issued with a Suspension and may face further disciplinary action from external agencies which may 

include confiscation of the device while an investigation occurs. The device may also be requested 

to be handed to the Police.  

Security of mobile phones and portable media devices 

The College accepts no responsibility for any loss or damage to students’ mobile phones or portable 

media devices.




